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7:30 pm for 8th Grade
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HISTORY OF VALENTINES DAY
By: Janelle Gama and Devon Walton

On February fourteenth,
candy, flowers and gifts
are exchanged between
loved ones. Why do we
celebrate this holiday?
Well it all started with
St.Valentine, a roman
priest in the third century.
Claudius was the em-
peror during this time
and many people disliked
him, including Valentine.
Claudius wanted a huge
army and expected many
men to volunteer, but

they didn’t. They wouldn’t because monies. One night he was caught

they did not want to leave their
wives and families; which made

Claudius angry, so he did not allow
any more marriages. Valentine did

not support this law, because he
loved marrying couples. He liked

doing that so much he went behind
Claudius’s orders to perform cere-
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performing a ceremony but the
couple escaped, he was thrown
into jail and told his punishment
was death.

Many young people still believed
in love so they threw notes &
flowers into his jail window. Out
of many, one of these was the

LOCKS OF LOVE

Unfortunately, cancer is part of
many lives and when people dis-
cover that they have cancer, they
undergo treatments like chemo-
therapy and/or radiation. While
these give you better chances of
surviving, these also often cause
you to lose all of your hair. This
can be very uncomfortable and
embarrassing for the cancer vic-
tims.

Well now it’s possible for you to
help. There is an organization
called Locks of Love that gives
everyday people the option of
donating their hair to benefit can-
cer victims. It's quick and easy,
and by doing it you're giving them
the confidence to try and make

BY: Cassie Moore and Yvonne Robles

new friends and meet new peo-
ple. If you want to donate, the
first step to take is to let your
hair grow out, to @ minimum of
10 inches. If your hair is per-
med, layered, or dyed, it is still
acceptable. Locks of Love can
not accept bleached hair, which
is usually highlighted. Ask your
hairdresser if you're not sure.

A well-known student here at
MLMS has donated to Locks of
Love. His name is Daulton
Boughton. He’s in eighth grade
and says that the reason he
gave to Locks of Love was be-
cause his grandma had cancer
and he needed to get a haircut
anyway, so he decided to do-
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prison guards’ daughter. He even
allowed her to visit Valentine in
his cell. She helped keep his
spirits up by talking to him and
telling him what he did was the
right thing. The day he was to be
executed he wrote her a note
thanking her for her loyalty and
friendship then signed it “Love
from your Valentine”. (Valentine
died on February 14, 269 A.D.)
Today Valentines Day is cele-
brated in many countries includ-
ing Canada, Mexico, The United
Kingdom, Australia, and France.
This time of year is when a lot of
cards are sent. As a matter of
fact, it is the second largest card
sending holiday besides Christ-
mas.

Valentines Day has changed a lot
during the years but still has the
concept of love behind it.

nate. He says that it was very
easy to do. He went to his
normal hairdresser where they
cut his hair and they sent it
through the mail to the Locks
of Love address, which can be
found at LocksofLove.org. If
you’d like more info regarding
Locks of Love, please call this
number: (561)963-1677 or
visit their website. We hope
that next time you need a
major trim, you’ll take into
mind that there are people
out there who might need the
hair. It may not seem like
such a big deal to you, but it is
making a big difference in the
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For this spotlight we are going
to tell you about a very special
Wildcat teacher, Mrs. Aragon.
This year will be her seven-
teenth year of teaching, but

her third here at MLMS. Out
of all those years of teaching,
she said her years here at
Mira Loma Middle have been
the best.

What influenced her to be-
come a teacher? Her re-

WEIRD INJURIES

MOUNTAIN LION TALK

SPOTLIGHT ON JANA ARAGON

BY: Jacqueline Flores and Mayra Fausto

sponse was, “My dad was a
teacher, and ever since | was
in third grade | wanted to be a
teacher and nothing could
stop me!” To make her dream
come true, she went to UCR
College and off to be a
teacher! She said that the
best part of teaching was
watching her students excited
about learning new things.
Although she enjoys teaching,
there are some bad sides to it
as well. She says, “It takes a
lot of time to make good les-
sons, so | don’t have enough
time to do fun stuff.” While
teaching, not everything goes
how you expect it to. There
are embarrassing moments,
rude students and so on. One
of her embarrassing moments
happened while teaching at

an Ele-
mentary
school
when her
zipper was
down, but
luckily one
of her students let her know
very quietly. In her spare time
she likes to go to the beach,
gym, kayaking, and hang out
with her family and friends.

She has a very unique way of
teaching, by making her stu-
dents laugh at her “bad
jokes” but in reality, most of
the people do think they're
hilarious. We are very lucky to
have her as a teacher, and
are very supportive of her. To
all you seventh graders, hope
you get her as a teacher next
year!
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Have you ever had a weird
injury? Most people have.

Mrs. Hill, a P.E. teacher here
at MLMS was injured when
she went to Cal Baptist Uni-
versity while taking an archery
class. On the first day, she
used a bow that was harder to
pull than regular bows. The
next day, not knowing that she
picked up a bow that was
easier to pull back then the
one she used the day before,
she pulled it back with the
same amount of force as she
did with the first bow. When
she did, the limb (front of the
bow) flung back and broke her nose.

Even these MLMS students have weird
injuries. Mari Carmen Blancas was pushed
off her slide and landed on a nail which cut
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through her skin.

She had to get

three stitches, but

she also broke her

arm. Skyler
Koneferenisi, an-

X other student here
at MLMS, was run-
ning through his
hallway at home,
tripped, and hit his
face on a marble
table. He went to
the hospital and
had to get twelve
stitches.

Mrs. Harris, the
librarian here at MLMS, was once
rammed by an actual ram. She was giving

her horse D-worm when she was rammed.

The reason the ram rammed her was be-
cause it was playful, and she played with

BY: Larry Ozaeta and Garet Brooks

it by dodging it when it charged, caus-
ing it to run into a hay bail behind her.

Perhaps the strangest injuries hap-
pened to Mr. Berghorn, another teacher
here at MLMS. Once, he dislocated his
finger while playing basketball. The ball
was passed to him with too much force,
and his hand flew back when he tried to
catch it. He didn’t know it was dislo-
cated until he looked at it, and that’s
when he began to feel the pain. Mr.
Berghorn has had many more injuries;
strangely, all of his injuries have been
on February 10. His family calls him at
the end of every February 10 just to
make sure he survived. Be sure to ask
him about his February curse.

All these personal injuries may be inter-
esting, but we should all work hard to
avoid things like stitches or broken
bones.
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How TO WIN THAT SPECIAL GIRL’S

HEART ¢

Guys, are you tired of trying to get that
special someone to fall for you? If you
are, don’t trip out-you aren’t the only
one. There are lots of guys out there
that are trying to get that special girl to
notice them, but it's not easy. If you are
one of these guys, pay attention and we
will give you the advice needed to win
her heart.

First: get to know her. Remember first
impressions always matter. Don’t just
jump into asking her out; try flirting with
her to see if you guys are on the same
page. Most girls won't just tell you
straight out if they like you, they always
give you signs. MLMS Snow King Fran-
cisco Gutierrez, says, “l can tell when a
girl likes me when she looks at me and
starts blushing.”

If you feel that you are getting these
signs and you are ready to ask her out,
the best way is to ask her out in person.

Video games are be-
coming increasingly

VIDEO GAMES:
popular with children of

/ young ages, which in

turn may raise the likelihood of them de-
veloping addictions to video games. But
do you think video games are addictive?
According to Mary Schlimme, addiction is
"A primary, chronic disease, characterized
by impaired control over the use of a psy-
choactive substance and/or behavior.
Clinically, the manifestations occur along
biological, psychological, sociological and
spiritual dimensions.”

According to many studies, video games
can have negative effects on people. Peo-
ple who get obsessed with video games
can have trouble in their job or at school,
and may be getting less sleep. People
may also begin telling lies to family and
friends to hide how much the games have

Don’t text her or email her! Asking in per-
son shows you care and that it's not a joke.
If she responds no, don’t worry you guys
are probably better off as friends, and you
deserve some applause for finally making
that move. Being rejected isn’t the best
feeling, but if you don’t make it awkward
and still talk to her it shows how mature
you are.

On the other hand if she responds yes,
that’s a “Hurray!” for you. Now that you
have her prove to her that you actually
want her. Send her text messages or notes
out of nowhere to let her know you are

BY: Karissa Loo and Veronica Soto

thinking of her (but not during class, of
course!) Call her even if it's for a minute
or so. Girls love these things. It makes
them feel special. Always remember the
little things; they matter the most.

We’ve told you the positive stuff, but
there are also some negative things that
girls don’t like. Girls hate when you tell
them you have something to say and
later on say never mind. Don’'t make
girls beg to find out. It only makes them
irritated. Another thing is never deny
you're with a girl. You either are together
or not, you both need to know. If you
guys are together don’t be ashamed to
say she’s your girlfriend. You should
always be proud of her no matter what
your friends think.

Now that you know how to get her and
ways to keep her go ahead and try it out.
Remember if you don’t succeed the first
time you can always try again.

ARE YOU ADDICTED?

taken over
your life. Some
people can
have serious
physical reac-
tions to ex-
tended play-
ing. They may
start to shake
as if having a
seizure, be-
cause of the flashing lights or intense
graphics. There have even been three
well-documented deaths caused directly
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by exhaustion from playing games for long

periods—often for several days at a time.

Video games also cost a lot of money

ranging from $40 to $100 per game. Kids
spend a lot of money to buy video games

or to pay additional subscription fees for
games they are currently playing. The

Visit us on our Rockin’ web site! http://mlmsrocks.com

By: Dennis Tran and Carl Hernandez

game “World of War-
craft” (commonly abbrevi-
ated to W.0.W.) is sub-
scription-based. Besides
buying the software, the
game subscription costs
fifteen dollars a month.

Not everything about
video games is bad
though; they have some
positive uses also. They definitely
improve reactions and eye-hand coor-
dination. Parents who play video
games with their kids can find new
ways to improve their relationships.
The organization, Nature, has even
done tests that show video games are
good for children! While video games
can become unhealthy, its still okay to
play once in a while. You know what
they say: “All things in moderation”.
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GHOSTS?

Ghosts, spirits, and phantoms are some
ways of describing people who have died
but haven’t completely left Earth. Not
everyone believes in them, but strange
things have occurred in the lives of many
people.

Some of our teachers have had some odd
experiences with what seemed to be spir-
its. Mr. Beasley stated, “Once | was on a
Ouija board, my friend and | found out
that we were aliens from another planet.”
He also quoted, “I believe there are things
that are not easily explained, but the con-
cept of a ghost being a spirit from the
afterlife does not fit my belief system.”

He went on to say that he thinks ghosts
are “... some type of extrasensory events;
but they are just not explained by science
yet.”

Ms. Davis, on the other hand, does be-
lieve in ghosts. She said that a spirit in
her house would “turn on the water, open
doors, and bang on the walls.” She also
said that “it happened a lot.” After about
ten strange things happened, she decided
she would do something about it. “l saw
this thing about ghosts on TV of how to
evict ghosts and | never had any problems
after that.” As you can see, these types of
things can happen to anyone.

You might be surprised to know that there
have been a few hauntings in our area.
Shadowlands.net, A popular web site
about ghosts says that in Fontana on the
cross streets of Cherry and Citrus, there
have been reports of a young man wear-
ing a striped shirt, holding a long stick,
and with a black dog at his side crossing

BY: Michael Duran and Chelsea Garibay

the street. He will start walking when
your car reaches the cross streets, and
then, right when you hit your breaks, he
disappears. Another interesting haunting
is reported to happen at Kmart on 4th
street in Ontario. Girls have reported a
ghost in the bathroom near the layaway
department. When you are alone in a
stall and close the door, another door
will slam shut even though you are the
only one in there.

The question of whether ghosts are real
or imaginary has not been answered yet.
It just may be answered in the future, but
until then, it remains unknown. If you
want more information, you can search
for this subject and find books about it in
our Library.

\ Visit us on our Rockin’ web site! http://mlmsrocks.com /
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